Mission Trip: Newport, Tennessee                                                                                       July 25 – 31, 2009                                                                                                                Student in Grades 7 – 12  (Fall of 2010)                                                                                                        Zion Lutheran Church – Partnering with YouthWorks

Our Trip

We will leave very early on Sunday morning, July 25th (6 am). We will travel to Newport, Tennessee which is in Eastern Tennessee. The trip with breaks will take 9 – 10 hours. We will have a get-acquainted time on Sunday evening. We will work/serve Monday – Thursday. On Friday, we will depart. We will spend Friday relaxing and then travel home on Saturday. Below, you will find information regarding demographics, ministry, and activities (from YouthWorks)
Demographics
Majestic mountains, sparkling rivers and scenic wilderness are the backdrop for the 7,449 residents of Newport, Tennessee. Located in eastern Tennessee’s Cocke County, Newport is approximately 50 miles east of Knoxville. The Pigeon River and Norfolk/Southern Railroad run parallel to Newport’s Main Street, where you can enjoy shopping and dining. While this town has a low cost of living, there still are residents who struggle to make ends meet, often because of the lack of educational and employment opportunities. Only 60 percent of Newport’s residents have a high school diploma, and the unemployment rate hovers near 8 percent. Twenty-nine percent of the population lives in poverty, including almost 48 percent of children under age 18. Visit Newport and be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ to this peaceful community.

About the Ministry
Participants serve in a variety of ways during a YouthWorks mission trip. Students may spend all week at one ministry or switch between ministries during the week. Ministries that your students may participate in are Kids Club and Work Projects. Kids Club is a hands-on program led by your youth offering high-energy games, crafts, skits, songs and interactive lessons all designed to help kids learn about Jesus. Whether we’re painting houses, performing minor home repair, cleaning up debris, volunteering in community gardens or other projects in the community, the projects students work on will serve as our way of blessing people in need. We cannot confirm until all groups arrive exactly what ministries your students will be a part of during the week. We ask that you come with a willing and flexible spirit!

Activities
Evening activities during a YouthWorks week are designed to give participants insight into the lives of local residents and the culture of the area. A list of possible evening/cultural activities include: going on a hike; attend a bluegrass concert; attend a local church service; and attend a community cookout. These are examples of what your group might partake in during your mission week. These examples are subject to change due to weather or availability. In case of change, suitable substitutes will be provided. 
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The Cost of the Trip

We are requesting that each youth mission participant donate $ 250 for the trip. The trip will cost more than $ 250 ( $50 deposit, $ 100 – 3/21, $ 100 on 6/13). We will cover the remainder of the cost through church budget, donations and fundraisers. We will also have Little Caesar Pizza kit order forms for individuals to sell pizza kits and each kit that you sell will go into your personal account. If you need financial help, please let us know
Team Meetings
Once our team is set, we will have team meetings where we will get together to do trip preparation. We will learn more about the community that we are serving and focus on becoming a team to make the trip more pleasant for all team members. We, as a team, will also brainstorm thoughts and ideas for our Friday outing.

Trip Deadline
The deadline for the trip is Jan. 10th. We only have 12 tickets (spots) for the trip. If we receive more than 12, we will then create a wait list. 
